
by JEFF BING

The last time we met, I think we talked 
about how the “sellout” crowd of 
2020 or ‘21 will look far different 

than the sellouts of way back in, oh, say, 

2019. We focused on how 
different things will 
be for Joe Fan when 
things return to quasi-
normal. What we didn’t 
cover (ostensibly due 
to lack of column space, 
but more accurately 
due to my lack of writ-
ing talent), was how all 
of this coronavirus stuff 
was going to impact the 
game itself. And will it ever, baby ...

Just apply today’s social distancing 
rules to a Major League Baseball game 
when(ever) it returns to the corner of East 
9th and Carnegie. I mean, ballplayers will 
have to live by the same rules the rest of us 
have to, right? Coronavirus is indifferent 
to dollar signs, right? That being the case, 

let’s look at some of baseball’s 
“norms” and how they soon 
will devolve into “abnorms”:

1.) Dugouts: Hmmmmm. 
This year, baseball allowed the 
roster to expand to 26 play-
ers. With the coaches, train-
ers, clubhouse attendants, 
team physicians, and, oh yes, 
the players, all maintaining 
a minimum of 6 feet separa-
tion I calculated the Indians 

dugout starting right behind home plate 
and stretching to, well, to somewhere close 
to Lakeside, near City Hall. Lest we forget, 
we have the visitors’ dugout too, which I 
estimate will also begin somewhere behind 
home plate and stretch eastward until it hits 
close to I-77.                                      
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Sing Along:               
Take me out                       
to the ball game, 
and tell me, what 
is a ‘crowd’?

SPORTING VIEWS

Citizens throughout Bay Village and Westlake are showing their resolve  
and support for essential services with lawn signs. See more on pages 6-7.

Westlake Porter 
Public Library 
announces         
re-opening plans
by ELAINE WILLIS

In accordance with the plan for 
reopening businesses and orga-
nizations in Ohio announced by 

Governor DeWine on April 27, West-
lake Porter Public Library will begin 
reopening procedures starting the 
week of May 3.

The plan for bringing back in-
person services will occur in three 
parts while ensuring that the library 
continues to be mindful of the health 
and safety of both patrons and staff. 
Library staff will be cleaning the build-
ing and preparing materials for circula-
tion throughout the reopening process.

Curbside service and telephone 
reference services are the first part of 
the gradual reopening plan. The official 
start date for both will be announced 
soon. When curbside service begins, 
patrons will be able to pick up new 
or existing holds by parking in one 
of several parking spaces in front of 
the building. Patrons will then call the 
library and provide their name and 
parking spot number. A WPPL staff 
member will bring out the materi-
als in a plastic bag and place them in 
the trunk of the patrons’ vehicle. Any 
materials returned to the library will 
be quarantined for 72 hours.

The second phase will be open-
ing the building for computer use on 
Tuesday, May 12. Patrons should call 
the library to reserve a computer for 
a specific time and day. Those reserv-
ing a computer must have a library 
card, no guest passes. There will be a 
limit of one person to a computer but 
there may be exceptions for two family 
members working together.

The final step in reopening WPPL 
will be opening the entire building. The 
timing of this will occur in accordance 
with guidelines laid out by state and 
local government in order to ensure 
the safety of WPPL patrons and staff.

“On behalf of the Westlake Porter 
Public Library board of trustees and 
staff, thank you for your patience while 
our building has been closed to comply 
with the State of Ohio’s Stay-At-Home 
Order,” said Library Director Andrew 
Mangels. “We look forward to seeing 
you at the library!” 

Backyard 
Astronomy:  
May 2020
by MORGAN PASKERT

Astronomy is a great way to reduce 
stress. Step outside, unplug and 
look up at the sky – you never 

know what you will see!
Planetarium specialist Katy Down-

ing of the Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center shares the visible planets and 
constellations to observe in the morn-
ing and evening skies.
Morning Sky

B e f o r e 
sunrise, look 
for Jupiter, 
Saturn and 
Mars shining 
brightly in the 
east. Jupiter is 
the largest planet in our solar system 
and is mostly composed of two ele-
ments: hydrogen and helium. The “gas 
giant” is fairly close to Earth, and will 
appear the brightest of the three planets 
in the morning sky, followed by Mars, 
then Saturn – the most distant planet 
in our solar system to be seen with the 
naked eye. 

2020 will be a great year to view 
Mars. More than any other bright 
planet, its appearance changes year to 
year due to the distance between Earth 
and Mars, which changes as they orbit 
around the sun. 

Sometimes Earth and Mars are on 
the same side of the solar system, which 
happens every 2 years and 50 days. 

Mars, the red planet
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 See ASTRONOMY page 2

 See BALL GAME page 2

by DIANA PI, M.D.

In our medical teleconference, Gus, 
46, said his glucose ran high. He was 
up several times at night to urinate. 

He needed insulin adjustment. Easy-

peasy, we formulated a plan and were 
mighty pleased with ourselves.

Then he related an episode, by pref-
acing: “My wife said I must tell you this.” 
She, apparently, had been sitting quietly 
by the phone. Weeks ago, Gus experi-
enced a sudden severe right arm pain 
that knocked him to the ground. The arm 
stayed numb for hours, and he’s been 
short of breath since.

I resisted an urge to shout, “Put your 
wife on the phone, Gus!” This could be 
anything from muscle spasm to heart 
attack. The first opportunity to do some-
thing had passed. Now we play catch up.

What happened 
to non-COVID-19 
emergencies?

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

 See EMERGENCIES page 4
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Heck, that might even be a new zip 
code. All I know is I’d hate to be the guy on 
the very end of the bench who realizes he 
has to make a quick dash to the restroom. 

2.) Speaking of I-77, it’s right around 
there that the end of the line for the folks 
trying to enter Progressive Field will be 
after it’s stretched out due to social dis-
tancing. On a good night, the folks at 
the end of that line might be able to talk 
baseball with the folks from the line for 
the Lake County Captains game.  

Wouldn’t it be ironic if you made 
new friends while practicing social 
distancing?

Wouldn’t it even be more special 
if you caught the coronavirus while 

practicing social distancing? Steven 
Spielberg might even turn it into a 
box office hit (assuming movie the-
aters still exist, of course) and make a 
boatload of money for all of your sur-
vivors. (Sorry, the only way it will be a 
box office winner is if you die after a 
lengthy battle with the novel (which 
I’m pretty sure is the book form of the) 
coronavirus.

3.) But the thing that will threaten 
the very existence of America’s pastime 
is this: Every time the pitcher throws 
a pitch, time will be called immedi-
ately so the pitcher and catcher can 
sanitize their hands. Every time a ball 
is hit and fielded by a position player, 
after the play has ended, guess what? 
That’s right: sanitize, baby, sanitize. 
What about those plays where there’s a 

couple of cut-off men on a long hit, and 
a play at the plate and like six different 
people touch the ball? All of those guys 
will have to sanitize. You’ll have time to 
do your taxes while waiting for play to 
resume.

And don’t even think about NOT 
sanitizing because Big Brother (or in 
this case, Dr. Amy Acton) will be watch-
ing and you will SO be in trouble. She’ll 
be in full hazmat garb and will have no 
problem subjecting offending parties to 
a full sanitation hose-down if necessary.

I now estimate the time for a typical 
game will be 11 hours and 41 minutes.

The good news? If you’re running a 
little (2 or 3 hours) late in getting to the 
ballpark, you won’t miss much action.

Can’t wait for them to start back up 
again, now can you? 
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Earth will pass between Mars and 
the sun next on Oct. 13, 2020, and the 
red planet will increasingly brighten in 
our sky through that time.

In mid-May, a crescent moon will 
pass through the line of planets, offer-
ing a spectacular view. Your favorite 
summertime constellations will soon 
appear in the morning sky – look for 
Sagittarius the Archer and Scorpius 
the Scorpion near the planets in the 
southeast.
Evening Sky

Some people may be familiar with 
the terms “Morning Star” and “Eve-

ning Star,” but did you know that both 
nicknames are referencing the same 
planet – Venus? The second-largest of 
the four terrestrial planets is incredibly 
bright in our skies, due to its proxim-
ity to Earth and the high reflectivity of 
its atmosphere. Often one of the first 
objects people notice in the sky, Venus 
orbits the Sun faster than Earth and 
changes its position in our skies rela-
tively quickly. Look for Venus west in 
the evening sky through mid-May.

As the skies clear, constellations 
become more visible. Look high in 
the sky for Leo the Lion, resembling 
a backwards question mark with a tri-
angle to the east of it. To the east of 
Leo are two bright stars, Arcturus and 
Spica. The Big Dipper will be high in 

the sky after sunset; look for the seven 
stars making the iconic dipper high 
and to the north. Follow the arc of the 
handle to the south and you will find 
Arcturus.

A full moon will grace our skies 
the evening of May 7. Before then, 
look for the moon in the early evening. 
After May 7, look for a waning moon 
after sunset. Fun Fact: The month of 
May’s full moon is sometimes called a 
“Flower Moon” in honor of the bloom-
ing flowers of springtime.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
offers nature-based education and vir-
tual learning for all ages. Visit www.
lensc.org for parenting tips, what you 
can discover in the night sky, and fun 
and educational experiments. 

ASTRONOMY        
from front page    

BALL GAME from front page    
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by KAREN PETKOVIC

In response to COVID-19 and guidelines for safety in 
social and workplace gatherings, the newest fashion 
staple is ... ta-da! Face masks! With all kinds of tutori-

als, do-it-yourselfers and professional sewers are working 
overtime to supply friends, family and front line workers.

Keeping up with the demand is going to be a chal-
lenge. But there is nothing local artists like more than a 
challenge and you can be sure you will see more variety 
and choices now that masks will be around for awhile.

BAYarts has reached out to several locals to help meet 
this demand as masks become personal and, well, fashion-
able. Available now is an assortment from Four Seasons 
Spring that come in sets of 2-5 in various patterns and sizes 
for adults and kids. There is also a Mommy & Me set and 
a unique hand-embroidered denim one, just in time for 

Mother’s Day or teacher’s gifts.
It looks like masks will be part of our culture for a 

while, why not mix it up and wear your personal style? 
You can get masks now at BAYarts’ online shop for pick 
up, shop-bayarts.square.site. When BAYarts reopens its 
doors, you can bet the volunteers and faculty will have 
some creative mask designs of their own. 

Masks for the 
whole family

BAYarts carries a variety of masks made by local 
artisans including Four Seasons Spring.

BAYARTS

by NANCY HEATON

Guided by “Wine with DeWine” ses-
sions, BAYarts’ staff has been doing 
what they do best: innovating and 

finding new ways to engage the commu-
nity within the new mandates outlined for 
safety.

BAYarts’ popular classes for youth and 
adult will go on with many new programs 

rolled out. Although BAYarts has been 
offering online options, the mission for 
community and in-person engagement 
is where the challenge lies. During the 
closing, Art to Go kits, creative projects 
for home, have sold out to many grateful 
families looking for an alternative to online 
learning at home.

With many artists not working and 
festivals cancelled, BAYarts’ popular Love 

It Local Shop, for the first time, will offer 
some items online, just in time for Mother’s 
Day and teacher’s gifts. BAYarts’ Annual 
Juried Exhibition, with hundreds of art-
ists on display, can still be seen on our 
Facebook page and has been held over for 
private viewings.

Bigger events like the Art & Music 
Fest and Moondance, each with over 1,000 
attendees were cancelled for the year but 
the Thursday Market is one community 
event that with social distance guidelines 
and coordination with vendors may be fea-

sible; in fact many artists whose business 
depends on all the summer festivals that 
have been cancelled, have been invited to 
this more intimate, weekly event.

Although other stay-cation events are 
on hold such as the Sunday night concerts, 
in true BAYarts spirit, many of the perform-
ers have offered a lesser fee if the show goes 
on. Moving forward, this spirit and coming 
together as a community will be key.

Stay tuned, there’s a lot more to come! 
For the latest news follow BAYarts on Face-
book, Instagram or bayarts.net. 

What’s happening at BAYarts

Hunter Darst, Bay Village Troop 41, earned 
the Eagle Scout rank on April 13. His Eagle 
service project team built a commemorative 
podium and binder display for deceased 
veterans of Bay Village. Hunter is a member 
of the St. Edward High School Class of 
2020. He plans to attend the University of 
Cincinnati to study computer engineering.

Bay Village Scout 
earns Eagle rank
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Months ago, Gus probably 
would’ve gone to the emergen-
cy room. Today, many “regu-
lar” ER patients are MIA. The 
reasons are unclear but could 
be COVID-19-related: loss of 
health insurance, perception 
that hospitals are too busy – or 
crawling with corona viruses.

And not just diarrhea, 
back pains, cuts and bruises 
have gone missing. ERs notice 
record low visits for emergen-
cies like strokes, hearts attacks 
and surgical emergencies like 
acute appendix or gallbladder.

Last month, the Univer-
sity Hospitals system sus-
pended seven ERs across the 
area. Volumes are down 50% 
to 70%.

In an April 6 New York 
Times article, Dr. Harlan M. 
Krumholz, a Yale New Haven 
Hospital cardiologist, shared 
the result of an informal Twit-
ter poll among his national 

colleagues: Half noted a sig-
nificant drop in heart attack 
admissions (40% to 60%). A 
study from Spain noted a 40% 
drop in emergency heart pro-
cedures.

The concern: People are 
toughing it out at home. Con-
ditions like heart attacks and 
strokes, where time – mea-
sured in minutes from event 
to treatment – is critical to out-
come, are not properly triaged.

Another alarming stat: 
Routine well-child care is lag-
ging. Comparing to February, 
April data showed adminis-
tration of major childhood 
vaccines – MMR (measles, 
mumps and rubella), diph-
theria, whooping cough, HPV 
– are down by half or more.

I believe our primary care 
system is robust; our children 
are, in general, safe. But the 
global trend portends a five-
alarm fire. WHO estimates 117 
million children are at risk of 
missing lifesaving vaccines. 
Measles, for example, kills 
hundreds of thousands each 

year, mostly babies and chil-
dren. It’s the leading cause of 
blindness in African children.

Honestly, I’m all for stay-
ing out of doctors’ offices – 
with or without a pandemic. 
Doctors do not make their 
living delivering good news. 
But waiting out urgent matters 
can turn catastrophic. 

Ask yourself: Can my 
(belly pain, shortness of 
breath, procedure, etc.) 
wait another few months or 
year(s)? That’s how long this 
pandemic will last; spikes in 
new infections will come in 
waves.

Remember: Hospitals 
specialize in infection con-
trol. Healthcare workers are at 
high-risk because of extended, 
high-contact exposure, but 
you’ll probably be OK. So, 
don’t shy away from the hos-
pital in an emergency.

And – if you ever quote 
me, I’ll categorically deny the 
following sexist, stereotyped 
statement – listen to your 
mother/wife/daughter. 

EMERGENCIES        
from front page    

by WILLIAM KRAUSE

According to archaeologists it was 
during the Late Archaic period, 
about 3,000 to 5,000 years ago 

(1,000 to 3,000 BC) that the native 
inhabitant population increased greatly 
in northeast Ohio. This is based on the 
sheer number of archaeological sites 
and dramatic increase in the number of 
stone grinding implements and “hard-
ware” found in northeast Ohio. This stone 
“hardware” includes hooks and net sink-

ers used for fishing.
About 20 years ago, Denise Rosen-

baum, clerk of Westlake City Council, 
found what her brother-in-law called 
“Indian sinkers” at Huntington Beach. A 
quick perusal of the internet shows that 
the most common form of net sinker, 
found worldwide, is a flat stone, notched 
on two sides, used to hold a net on the 
bottom of a body of water. Not much 
effort is put forth to make these net sinkers 
because they are easily lost. The ones that 
Denise found have holes drilled in them.

The question archaeologists 
have is why would someone spend 
that amount of effort to drill a hole 
when a notch could accomplish the 
same purpose? It is possible that 
they were used to hold a single fish-
ing line down or are for some other 
purpose. Like many artifacts their 
true purpose can be problematic 
to identify. The internet also has 
similar pictures describing them 
as stone beads. 

Another considers such 
“drilled” holes as naturally occur-
ring, who knows? But, considering 

that they were found on a 
beach it makes sense that 
they would be somehow 
related to fishing and are 
a fascinating find.

Jim Wang, who 
spent his early years in 
a home across from the 
current Westlake Police 
Station on Dover Center 
Road, owns part of the 
Wilbert/Wang collection 
documented in the Ohio 
Archaeological Inven-
tory. Jim told me that the 
patriarch of the Wilbert 
family, who I discovered 
was Casper Wilbert, is the 
one who collected them.

Adam and Eliza-
beth Wilbert (possibly 
Casper’s parents) pur-
chased seven acres of 
land in 1871 near what is 
now Bradley and Center 
Ridge roads. Casper 
purchased four of those 
acres from them in 1878. 
It is during these early years that he might 
have started his collection.

 In 1888 Casper purchased 34 acres 
of land on Dover Center Road. County 
records indicate that he built the existing 
house at 1793 Dover Center Road in 1893. 
It is most likely these 34 acres, with their 
proximity to Cahoon Creek, that yielded 

the bulk of his collection.
At the time of his death in 1914 two 

of his sons had already built homes on 
parts of his original land at 1709 and 1743 
Dover Center Road; a third son built a 
house shortly thereafter at 1813 Dover 
Center Road. This is the home that Jim 
Wang’s parents, John and Gretchen Wang, 
purchased from grandsons of Casper – 
Clarence, Robert and Harold – in 1956. It 
was Harold who passed on the artifacts to 
John Wang, when John showed an interest 
in them.

Jim Wang told me that his own grand-
father was a prolific collector of Native 
American artifacts in the Alliance area of 
Ohio. When Jim’s father John died, both 
the Wilbert and his own grandfather’s 
collection were divided between the four 
grandsons. His father mounted the arti-
facts and indicated which were from the 
Wilbert collection found in Dover. That 
provenance is what makes them a trea-
sure for the Westlake community. 

More Native American 
artifacts found in Dover

DIGGING DOVER

Casper Wilbert’s farm on Dover Center Road as shown in a 1914 Hopkins 
plat book. He purchased 34 acres in 1888. Note the proximity to Cahoon 
Creek. Four Wilbert family farmhouses still exist on the property.

“Indian sinkers” found on Huntington 
Beach. The smallest is 1/2” in diameter 
and 1/16” thick. The largest is 3/4” by 
1-1/2” thick.

Casper Wilbert’s house, circa 1893. The 
Victorian era frame house was later covered 
in brick. Henry P. Johnson had a home in 
this same location in 1874 or earlier.
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Eight or 10 of the Native American artifacts 
mounted in the center of this panel are part of the 
Wilbert/Wang collection documented in the Ohio 
Archaeological Inventory.
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by CAROL JACOBS

Due to the current coro-
navirus pandemic, the 
Rocky River Chamber 

Music Society had to postpone 
our April 20 concert and change 
it to a livestreamed event on 
Monday, May 18, at 7:15 p.m. Also 
due to the pandemic, our original 
artists are unable to perform this 
concert. 

Instead, we will present five 
local artists, including two mem-
bers of The Cleveland Orchestra, 
Cleveland Freelancers, and fac-
ulty members from Baldwin Wal-
lace University. The music to be 

performed will include works by 
Max Bruch, Paul Creston, Henry 
Purcell, Joseph Turrin, and Vit-
torio Monti.

The Rocky River Chamber 
Music Society is committed to 
providing this concert of classical 
music to our loyal Northeast Ohio 
audience via streaming. Unlike all 
of our past concerts there will be 
no audience. Instead, you will be 
able to enjoy this concert at home.

Visit rrcms.org for more 
information about the concert 
and links to the YouTube and 
Facebook livestreams. If you 
have additional questions you 
can email us at info@rrcms.org. 

Chamber music concert to 
be livestreamed May 18

Thanks to all of our advertisers.
 You keep us humming along!
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We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in a future edition of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 
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Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence

by TAK SATO

In the ancient Chinese philosophy of “yin 
and yang,” similar to the idiom “double 
edged-sword” in our culture, the concept 

of dualism exists everywhere. In my column I 
keep referring to the internet, aka the cloud, 
having those traits. I also continue to believe 
that the good (benefits) outweighs the bad 
(nefarious actors).

One benefit we like to share often in this 
column is our personal experiences dating 
back to the late 1990s where AOL’s Instant 

Messenger (AIM) assuaged our feelings of 
being homesick. We could see and talk to 
each other by using AIM thus keeping our 
connectedness factor in check. Two decades 
later, our society has been forced to reckon 
what I’ve been preaching for the longest 
time, no thanks to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic and the required social distancing.

We now have a crowded field of video 
chat services where the utility and ben-
efit extend far beyond from users being tied 
down in front of a webcam attached to a 
desktop computer or a laptop with built-in 
camera. Utility of mobility is provided by 
smartphones and tablets, as not only do they 
have a rear-facing camera to take pictures 
but they also have a built-in front-facing 
camera (aka selfie camera). Best of all they 
fit in the palm of your hand. The result? Video 
chat anywhere since smartphones are more 

ubiquitous than your wallets!
Video chat services like Google’s Duo, 

Meet, Chat, and soon-to-exit-stage-left 
Hangouts; Apple’s FaceTime (only for use 
among Apple devices); Zoom; and the 
granddaddy Skype from Microsoft are all 
at your fingertips. Having options are good 
but Google’s likely redundant offerings are 
confusing, making Zoom’s recent question-
able business practices of sending user data 
without user consent to Facebook almost 
forgivable due to its product’s relative ease 
of use.

Anecdotally, I note that often we are 
invitees to virtual meetings and use whatever 
video chat service the host set it up on. If you 
also host, using what you used as a partici-
pant in other meetings may become your “go 
to” digital world tool due to familiarity.

Having options is similar to the auto 

industry having dozens of makes and 
hundreds of models. The important thing 
is they all do the same thing – video chat 
and transportation, respectively. Hence the 
importance of “digital literacy” to use any 
of these digital world tools, just like you can 
drive any car if you have a driver’s license.

Talking of digital literacy, our non-
profit’s 4th annual Living in the Digital 
World Senior Expo is going to be a “vir-
tual” event this year on Thursday, May 
21, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Stay tuned for 
more information becoming available on 
our website, empowerseniors.org, and on 
our social media accounts (@center4aging 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) on 
how to live stream our presentations from 
wherever you may be. Hope you will also 
help us spread the word for another lifelong 
learning opportunity! 

Digital literacy is 
the new life skill

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Thank you to our 
supportive readers who 

have donated to help 
keep the Observer’s 

presses rolling!

by MARYANN FITZMAURICE

Still looking to pass the time while you 
stay at home? Have you kept your kids 
busy with a treasure hunt? Here’s a dif-

ferent kind of treasure hunt to consider. Dif-
ferent kind of treasure. Different kind of hunt. 
One adults can do with or without the kids. 
Outdoors.
The Treasure

Interested in birds, but tired of watching 
backyard birds at your feeder? Why not go on 
a treasure hunt for birds we see here only one 
month a year – wood warblers. Warblers are 
flitty little brightly colored songbirds that, for 
the most part, don’t live in Ohio. So how can 
you hunt for them here? You don’t have to go 
online. Because in May the warblers come 
to us.

Warblers winter in warm, sunny Central 
and South America. And breed in the Arctic in 
summer. How do they get there? They migrate 
by following age-old paths – called flyways – by 
instinct. Two of those flyways – the Atlantic 
and Mississippi flyways – cross right over 
northern Ohio. It is a long journey – thousands 
of miles. They start in late winter but don’t get 

to Ohio until mid-May. Fortunately, they stop 
here to feed and rest up along the shore of 
Lake Erie before attempting a crossing.

So, you can hunt for these little treasures 
anywhere there is a terminal woodland – a 
strip of trees right along the lakeshore. Like 
the trees on the cliffs overlooking Lake Erie 
in Cahoon Park and Huntington Reservation 
in Bay Village and Rocky River Park – not the 
Metropark, but the smaller Rocky River city 
park on the lakefront.
The Hunt

Warblers are little birds – most only 4-5 
inches in length, smaller than the house 
sparrows you see in your backyard. They 
are most often yellow – often electric yellow 
– with bright blazes of red, blue, green and 
orange. Binoculars help if you have them. But 
they are flitty – constantly on the move from 
branch to branch. So, you will only get quick 
glimpses. And may have to watch for a while 
to see their many colors. However, they sing 
(warble) sweet trilly songs that are different 
from those of our backyard birds. So, don’t 
just look – listen. If you hear a bird song you 
have never heard before, it might be a warbler.

There are over 20 species of warblers we 

can see here, each with its own distinctive 
pattern of colors. For help identifying war-
blers, watch a 5-minute video at academy.
allaboutbirds.org/identify-spring-warblers-
with-these-expert-tips. It has close ups of 
several warblers you can see here – yellow, 
yellow-rumped, magnolia, blackburnian and 
black-and-white warblers. Okay, so they’re 
not all yellow. And, yes, they have cool names.

There are other migrating songbirds you 
might also see while warbler hunting. Striking 
orange-and-black Baltimore orioles. Bright 
red scarlet tanagers with jet black wings. And 
many more. All very different from the birds 
we see every day in our backyards. A break in 
the monotony.

Why not spend some time this May warb-
warb-warbling along! Just keep your distance 
from the other treasure hunters. 

Male yellow warblers have a yellow-
green back and striking red stripes 
on the breast.

Warbling Along: A birding treasure 
hunt while you stay at home
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Separated ... but united
PHOTOS BY DENNY WENDELL

Messages of thanks, encouragement and hope can be seen throughout Bay Village and 
Westlake on yard signs, flag displays and even chalk drawings as the community pulls 

together in this time of anxiety and uncertainty. Here is a small sampling as seen on a recent 
drive through the two cities.
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by DIANE REHOR

The first in a series of articles high-
lighting local employees going above 
and beyond during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Heroes wear many uniforms ... 
and one of those uniforms is 
a green Cahoon Nursery shirt! 

Thanks to Jim, Connell and Alec for 
their outstanding service in this time 
of social distancing.

Small businesses represents 75% 
of our economy. Let us not forget all 
the employees that show up for work 
and work extremely hard to keep their 
small business employers afloat during 
these trying times.

My hubby and I ventured out to 
Cahoon Nursery for “essential” replace-
ment trees. Not only did Alec respect 
social distancing, but he managed to 
answer every question and show us 
every option while keeping his distance.

After our purchase, Jim and Con-

nell came to install our purchase. I can 
be a little picky on placement and slow 
to decide. Their patience, their persis-
tence to please, and their efficient skills 
of planting left me feeling so appreci-
ated and valued.

Thank you, guys, for your service. 
Thank you for your upbeat attitude 
which lightened my spirits in this trying 
time.

Small business owners bear so 
much risk. They are working creatively 
to survive during the “Safer at Home” 
mandate. Let us not forget to say thanks 
to them and their employees for their 
efforts to serve each one of us. 

Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2020WBVO

Tamburro’s Turf
PROFESSIONAL TURF CARE

Complete season-long 
fertilization programs

440-449-4041
WWW.TAMBURROSTURF.COM

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Serving the community

Alec, Connell and Jim at Cahoon Nursery.
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PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

by DENISE AYRES

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
changed daily life for all of us. 
Changes came quickly and many 

times without warning. Concerns for 
our health and the health of our loved 
ones, friends and community have 
added emotional pressures.

Stress, worry, anxiety and depres-

sion can overwhelm any of us at any 
time. It is very important to keep in 
mind that there is help and mental 
health services available in our com-
munity, in Westlake, at Far West Center.

Far West Center, located on the 
health campus of UH St. John Medical 
Center, provides services for persons 
who have emotional distress or may be 
at-risk for mental health problems. Far 

West Center provides expert guidance, 
treatment and support to regain well-
being and rebuild coping skills for these 
overwhelming times and for everyday 
life. Mental health treatment works and 
is only a phone call away.

Our agency provides mental health 
assessment, counseling, psychiatry, 
medication management, case man-
agement, the Compeer Friendship Pro-
gram, and recovery groups. For your 
health, safety and convenience most 
assessments and treatment services can 
be provided by telehealth.  Telehealth is 
the use of phone or video technology for 
your health care appointments. 

Far West Center is funded by the 

ADAMHS Board of Cuyahoga County 
and serves persons who are uninsured 
without the ability to afford care. Insur-
ance coverage is also accepted.

Our healthcare services help 
improve the quality of lives and 
strengthen our community. If you or 
someone you care about needs help 
with managing a mental health prob-
lem, depression, or anxiety please call 
440-835-6212, ext. 230. No need to wait 
because Far West Center is open for ser-
vices and will provide help to rebuild 
one’s ability to cope.

You can send email inquiries to Far 
West Center at: intake@farwestcenter.
com. 

Far West Center mental health 
services here to help with changes

HEALTH & WELLNESS

by RACHEL POLANIEC

Fifty years ago, the 1970s 
opened with a bang: The 
26th Amendment granted 

18-year-olds the right to vote; 
Apollo 13 launched on a fate-
ful mission to the moon; and 
Bay High School’s class of 1970 
attended prom. 

While seemingly superflu-
ous, prom’s place on the nation-
al conscious can be traced 
across three centuries, provid-
ing generations of Americans 
with eager anticipation and 
entertaining anecdotes.

Prom’s history begins in the 
latter half of the 19th century; a 
well-known early mention is in 
the papers of a student at the 
all-male Amherst College, who 
in 1894 attended a dinner and 
dance with the students of the 
neighboring all-female Smith 
College. 

Throughout the early 1900s 
prom shifted to high school 
students, becoming a nation-
wide event in the latter half of 
the 1930s. Postwar economics 
allowed the 1950s elevation of 
prom from the high school gym-
nasium to the country club ball-
room, and a swanky iteration of 
prom stepped forth in style.

Although prom’s popular-
ity had diminished during the 
youth-lead counter-cultural 
movement of the 1960s, on 

Saturday, May 2, 1970, 
Bay’s seniors partook 
in their own prom, 
drawing on past tradi-
tions while simulta-
neously setting new 
precedents.

Of the 305-strong 
class, only a few 
attendees arrived at 
Avon Oaks Country 
Club driving their own 
cars; the majority bor-
rowed their parents’. 
The ubiquitous stretch 
limo, created around 
1928 and a staple in 
today’s prom popular 
culture, did not make 
an appearance. Dinner 
and dancing were enjoyed from 
6:30 in the evening to 11:30 at 
night.

In the absence of a Royal 
Court, class officers and their 
dates were seated at a head 
table. Continuing at Wagner’s 
Country Inn in Westlake, After 
Prom lasted from midnight to 
4 in the morning, and featured 
casino and carnival-style games 
manned by parent volunteers, 
complete with pretend money 
and door prizes.

While abundant in fun and 
games, prom is traditionally a 
formal event, and Bay’s seniors 
were dressed for the part: Lovely 
ladies with hair swept up in par-
tial updos, wearing long gowns 

accessorized with white 
gloves, to which a floral 
wrist corsage or nosegay 
was added, accompanied 
by stylish young men in 
double-breasted tuxedo 
jackets in riotous colors 
of lime green, yellow, 
and white brocade, while 
their more reserved con-
temporaries preferred a 
more traditional look. A 
big bow tie was a must, 
no matter what color suit 
with which it was paired.

Carried over from the 
late ‘60s, these soft, flowy 
looks for the ladies of Bay 
and the bright, modern-
ist style for their escorts were 
signs of societal changes that 

continued into the ‘70s. These 
new tastes were seen across the 
country, as noted by GQ maga-

zine. 
“The peacock has replaced 

the penguin,” GQ declared in 
November 1969, “and once-sac-
rosanct traditional formal wear 
has been assailed by startling 
fabrics, designs, and colors.”

This change was not lim-
ited to clothing choices, as Class 
of 1970 Bay alumnus John Shep-
herd remembered:

“I hired the band. It was the 
first time a ‘rock band’ (long hair 
and all) had been hired for a Bay 
Prom. Before then it was always 
swing/jazz live entertainment. 
They had [brass] horns and 
played some Chicago songs, 
[and] opened with a Jimmy Hen-
drix feedback-infused version 
of ‘The Star-Spangled Banner.’ 
The school authorities pulled 
me to the side after the first 
song and told me I had ruined 
the whole affair by getting this 
band. [The band was] excellent, 
loud, and everyone danced and 
had a blast. The times, they were 
a-changing.”

As a traditional rite of pas-
sage, prom has seen many chang-
es reflecting shifts in popular 
and political culture. While the 
impact of personal tastes and 
outside forces have varied greatly 
from year to year and decade to 
decade, with each class a unique 
experience continues to be added 
to the collective history that is the 
American Prom. 

Things Remembered: Bay High School class of 1970 prom
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Bay High seniors Barb Smith 
Kamerer and Mark Fritz pose for 
the classic prom picture.

Members of the Bay High class of 1970 enjoy the senior prom.
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